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LAPLAND ON THE ROCKS 

4 NIGHTS, 5 DAYS IN 

ROVANIEMI & KEMI  

Combine Rovaniemi and Kemi ð two 

lively cities in Lapland! Kemi is known as 

the home town of the Arctic Icebreaker 

Sampo and the worldõs biggest 

SnowCastle. The city is located by the sea, 

and you can start your snowmobile safari 

almost from the city centre and conquer 

the vast ice fields of the Gulf of Bothnia. Rovaniemi is the capital of Lapland, and its 

location by the Arctic Circle lures people all over the world. Thereõs plenty to do all year 

round ð you can meet Santa in his workshop, visit reindeer and husky farm by 

snowmobiles and enjoy the day outdoors. 

 

DAY 1 ð WELCOME TO LAPLAND, ROVANIEMI 
¶ Arrival at Rovaniemi Airport & transfer to Hotel Pohjanhovi 

¶ Dinner in Restaurant Nili 

 

DAY 2 ð BREAK THE ICE WITH ICEBREAKER SAMPO 

¶ Transfers by private coach to/from Kemi 

¶ Snowmobile safari & Icebreaker cruise 

¶ Dinner in Hotel Pohjanhovi 

 

DAY 3 ð OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES IN ROVANIEMI 

¶ Sights of Rovaniemi (Arktikum & Santa Claus Village) /  

¶ Cross-country skiing / Snowshoe walking 

¶ Dinner in Villa Maria 
 

DAY 4 ð FUN WITH SNOWMOBILES, REINDEER & HUSKIES 
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¶ Visit to reindeer farm & husky camp by snowmobiles 

¶ Farewell dinner on top of Ounasvaara Hill 
 

DAY 5 ð FAREWELLS, LUNCH IN FOREST MANOR 

¶ Farewell lunch in Forest Manor 

¶ Transfer ends at Rovaniemi airport 
 

 

 

Day 1 ð Welcome to Lapland!  

Upon arrival at Rovaniemi airport (RVN) meet & greet by Lapland Safaris guide and 

board the waiting coach for transfer to your hotel, Hotel Rantasipi Pohjanhovi. Pre-

registered check-in and key envelopes are ready in alphabetical order. Your luggage will 

be taken to your room by hotel porters. This legendary hotel dates back to 1930õs and it 

is located on the banks of River Kemi. 

 

Welcome dinner is served in Restaurant Nili. This Lappish restaurant is located in the 

heart of Rovaniemi, within a walking distance from the hotel. The interior is decorated 

with genuine Lapp handicrafts, wood, reindeer horns and reindeer leather.  

 

 

http://www.cumulus.fi/index.cfm?switch=1
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Day 2 ð Break the ice with Icebreaker Sampo  

Finnish buffet breakfast is served in hotel restaurant. After breakfast meet your safari 

guides in hotel lobby and proceed on foot to nearby SafariClub for delivery of safari 

clothing. Then board the waiting coach for transfer to Kemi. Transfer time ca 1,5 hrs. 

Todayõs snowmobile route takes you to the vast ice fields of the Gulf of Bothnia. After 

short instructions of driving technique and safety rules you start the snowmobile safari 

from the snowmobile park by the sea shore to Icebreaker Sampo. Two persons share one 

snowmobile, taking turns in driving. 

After some 2 hours of driving you meet the Icebreaker out at sea, in the middle of 

nowhere. Climb on board and say hello to shipõs friendly staff! Shortly after boarding itõs 

time to take part in the presentation of the vessel, and to see how ship crushes both solid 

and pack ice meters thick. Guided tour takes you for a visit to commando bridge, engine 

room and decks. Lunch is served in shipõs cozy restaurant. After lunch you can 

experience an Arctic swim ð a dip in the icy sea, safe and warm in wet-suits, of course! 

 

 

 

After 3-hour voyage itõs time to continue by snowmobiles towards city. Board the waiting 
coach for return transfer to Rovaniemi. Transfer time ca 1,5 hrs. 

 

Tonightõs dinner is served in hotel restaurant, viewing over the river and Lumberjackõs 

Bridge. Live music and traditional Finnish dance nights on Fridays and Saturdays! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sampotours.com/
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Day 3 ðOptional day in Rovaniemi  

 

Finnish buffet breakfast is served in hotel restaurant. Today is at leisure for optional 

activities (participants can choose the activities in advance). 

 

*SIGHTS OF ROVANIEMI ð ARKTIKUM MUSEUM & SANTA CLAUS VILLAGE 

Today you will visit Arktikum Museum and Santa Claus Village. On the way you will see 
the main sights of Rovaniemi: city hall, library and Lappia Hall ð all designed by famous 
Finnish architect Alvar Aalto. The day starts by refreshing 15-minute walk from hotel to 
Arktikum. 

 
Arktikum in Rovaniemi is a science centre, museum, unique architectural sight and a 

meeting and conference centre. Arktikum focuses on the Arctic regions and presents life, 

natural habitats, history, customs and cultures of the peoples living north of the Arctic 

Circle. The building itself is an unique architectural sight, opened in 1992 and designed 

by architects Bonderup and Lehtipalo. The glass-roofed passageway, itsõ most visible 

structure, is 174 metres long and cut off by a 30-metre wide section of the highway to 

Kittilä. Tour of the exhibitions is followed by lunch at Restaurant Arktikum.  

 

After lunch continue by car/coach to Santa Claus Village. Santa has chosen this magic 

line of Arctic Circle to be the place for his office. Meet the man in person and tell him 

your wishes - by the Christmas time you will see, if you have been good. Free time for 

shopping at Santaõs shopping gallery, and why not sending your regards home from 

Santa´s Main Post Office with a special stamp. Return to hotel in the afternoon. 

*CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING IN WOODS 

The skiing trip takes place on the beautiful Ounasvaara Hill, located within a less than 

10-minute ride from the city centre. You will be provided with all the necessary 

equipments: skiis, poles, shoes and outdoor clothing. Get acquainted with cross-country 

http://www.arktikum.fi/
http://www.santaclausvillage.info/eng/main.htm
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skiing and learn the techniques with a help of a local skiing instructor. You start your 

skiing lesson by learning the basics: how to slide and stop, how to use the poles, how to 

fall down safely etc. Then on and soon you pick up the right technique and learn to ski 

up and down the hills. A break is made en route, and you can rest and enjoy some 

refreshments around campfire in òkotaó teepee. Before heading back to city, lunch is 

served around campfires. 

   

 

*SNOWSHOE WALKING 

Capture the true feeling of the winter day in northern woods. The day starts by a car 

transfer to the starting point of the activity. First your guides gives you some practical 

tips, and then you can start learning one of the ways to traverse the snowy forest. While 

walking with snowshoes in the deep snow, you can admire the beautiful wintry scenery. 

If you are lucky, you may even see some animal prints in the snow...Have a break by an 

open fire and enjoy some refreshments. Lunch is served around campfires before 

heading back to city. 

 

In the afternoon hotel guest saunas and swimming pool are at your disposal (non-

exclusive basis). 
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In the early evening meet your guide in hotel lobby and transfer by private coach to 

Restaurant Villa Maria. Villa Maria is a traditional farmhouse, built of log wood. The 

venue is located within a 15-minute ride from city centre, on the shores of River 

Ounasjoki. Beautifully cherishing Finnish traditions, the main building and barn provide 

a cosy setting for the dinner. The original baking oven completes the homey feeling. 

  
 

Day 4 ð Fun with snowmobiles, reindeer & 
huskies 

Finnish buffet breakfast is served in hotel restaurant. Shortly after breakfast meet your 

safari guides in hotel lobby and proceed on foot to SafariClub to pick-up helmets. Short 

briefing of todayõs safari and routing, and off you again on snowmobiles. Mastering now 

the basics you turn into the snowmobile track and follow it through the snow covered 

woods to local reindeer farm. 

Reindeer husbandry is an important livelihood in Lapland. But as the reindeer are semi-

wild animals, they roam free in the woods and forests, and are collected together only 

twice-a-year for reindeer round-ups. At the farm the reindeer owner has carefully selected 

group of reindeer, which has been trained for sledge-pulling and for reindeer races. The 

reindeer herder will demonstrate how to drive a reindeer sledge, and then it is your turn 

to participate in reindeer driving test, for which you will receive your own reindeer 

driving licence!  The ceremony of crossing the Arctic Circle will be performed around 

campfires by a local Lapp, and a typical herder's lunch will be served in the cosy cottage.  
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Then on and continue by snowmobiles to husky camp, located in woods. Upon arrival at 

the camp you are greeted by friendly huskies. Local husky musher tells you about his 

dogs, their nature and their training program. Everyone has a chance to take a short ride 

in sleigh pulled by team of huskies. There is about an half a dozen dogs in each husky 

team, and they all love running! After the ride it is time to say goodbye to the dogs and 

return to city. As a conclusion of the day you will receive personalized Arctic Circle 

Certificate. 

  

Back in the hotel in the afternoon, hotel saunas and swimming pool are at your disposal 

(non-exclusive basis).  

The farewell dinner is served in the panorama restaurant of the Lapland Hotel Sky 

Ounasvaara. The restaurant is located on top of Ounasvaara Hill and it is one of the 

most popular places for dining in town. In fact, the restaurant has been voted one of the 

top 19 restaurants in Finland, and it also holds the Chaine des Rotisseurs plaque. Their 

Lappish specialities and international cuisine are hard to beat! The panorama restaurant 

seats 250 persons, and there is also a panorama roof terrace which is ideal place to see 

the Northern lights and the Midnight Sun. 

  

Upon arrival at the restaurant enjoy the house aperitif Frost ð why not having the aperitif 

on the roof-top terrace while admiring the scenery over the river valley and the city! The 

restaurant is surrounded by snowy nature. Tables are covered with white clothes, 

òsnowballsó and frosty branches. Big snow-flakes are hanging from the ceiling. Snow 

Dinner features 3 courses of local delicacies ð please refer to the menu list in the end of 

the program. During the dinner local pianist entertains by playing both Finnish and 

International tunes. 

Return transfer back to hotel for overnight. 

http://www.laplandhotels.com/?deptid=8461
http://www.laplandhotels.com/?deptid=8461
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Day 5 ð Goodbye to Lapland!  

Finnish buffet breakfast is served in hotel restaurant. Check-out and porterage of 

luggage. Transfer by private coach to Forest Manor for farewell lunch. Forest Manor was 

originally constructed in 1927 as a residence for managers of wood processing industry in 

Kemi. The building was reconstructed in 2001 for banquet and restaurant use. In the 

manor you can sense the atmosphere of the 30õs festive lunch and dinner. 

 

Finally the transfer ends at Rovaniemi airport and itõs time to say good-bye to Lapland 

and to your guide. 
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Sample menus day -by-day 

  

Sample menu for lunch  

 

Sample menu for dinner  

Day 

1 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Restaurant Nili  
Slightly salted silverside of reindeer, cranberry-onion 
compote 
Char-grilled salmon, potato terrine, mustard sauce 
Chocolate cake of the house with cranberry sauce 
Coffee / tea 

Day 

2 

 

 

Icebreaker Sampo  
Salmon chowder & shipõs 
bread 
Coffee / tea & berry pie 
 

Hotel Pohjanhovi  
Leek and parsnip soup, bread 
Fillet of beef, dark chanterelle sauce, creamed 
vegetables, wedgepotatoes 
Raspberry soup, white chocolate mousse 
Coffee / tea 
 

Day 

3 

 

 

Optio nal day  Villa Maria  
Gin ð juniper marinated salmon on salad bed, 
lingonberry vinaigrette 
Slow-cooked fillet of reindeer with black pepper-
liquorice sauce and  mushroom-potato cake 
Blackberry parfait with berry salsa and white chocolate 
sauce 
Coffee / tea 

Day 

4 

 

 

Reindeer Farm  
Reindeer stew, mashed 
potatoes & lingonberries  
Coffee / tea &  local pastry 
òkampanisuó 

Sky Hotel  
Aperitif: Frost 
Smooth boletus mushroom soup and foam of smoked 
reindeer  
Over-cooked neck of lamb, garlic sauce and goat 
cheese potato 
White chocolate cake and cranberry compote served 
from frosty plate 
Coffee and white chocolate candy 

Day 

5 

 

 

Forest Manor  
Tomato soup 
Green peppercorn pork and 
roast potatoes 
Layer cake 
Coffee / tea 
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Program inclusions:  

ACCOMMODATION: 

- 4 nights in twin room, hotel sauna & swimming pool and breakfast in Hotel Rantasipi 

Pohjanhovi. 

 - Luggage handling in hotel in/out. 

TRANSFERS: 

- Day 1: from Rovaniemi airport to Hotel Pohjanhovi  
- Day 2: to/from Kemi 
- Day 3: to/from Villa Maria 
- Day 4: to/from Sky Ounasvaara 
- Day 5: from hotel to Forest Manor and Rovaniemi airport 
- all transfers by a private coach, max 58 persons / coach (The program costing is 

based on one coach!) 
-  

MEALS & BEVERAGE: 

- lunches feature 2 courses with coffee/tea, water, bread & spread 
- dinners feature 3 courses with coffee/tea, ice water, bread & spread 
- full-board from dinner on Day 1 until dinner on Day 4 

 

DAY & EVENING PROGRAMS: 

- Day 02 in Kemi: Snowmobile safari to/from Icebreaker Sampo, 2 
pax/snowmobile. Icebreaker voyage incl. presentation & guided tour, 2-course 
lunch on board, arctic swim and diplomas. Total duration of the program is ca 6 
hours, excluding transfer times by coach. 

- Day 03: Optional activities, please refer to inclusions below.  
- Day 04: Snowmobile safari to Reindeer Farm and Husky Camp (6 hrs), 2 

pax/snowmobile, driving distance ca 50 km. Program incl. reindeer ride and 
licence, ceremony of crossing the Arctic Circle and certificate, 2-course lunch, 
short husky sleigh ride (2 pax/sleigh). 

- Day 04: Snow Dinner in Sky Ounasvaara incl. Aperitif & 3-course dinner 
w/coffee. Entertainment at supplementary basis. 

 

OTHER: 
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- Local guiding in English during transfers, programs and dinners. 
- Safari outfits at guestsõ disposal during the programs: thermal overalls, boots, 

woollen socks, leather mittens, balaclavas, scarfs and caps as well as helmets for 
snowmobiling. 

- All service fees and Value Added Tax (VAT) 
 

Please note: Sampo Icebreaker sails 1.1. - 23.04.2010. Scheduled voyages on Thursdays, Fridays & 

Saturdays as well as on Wednesdays in February and March. Other times on charter basis. The program costing 

is based on a scheduled voyage. 

 

Inclusions of the optional activities:  

*SIGHTS OF ROVANIEMI ð ARKTIKUM MUSEUM & SANTA CLAUS VILLAGE, 

5HRS 

Including: Guided walk tour from hotel to Arktikum, ca 15 minutes, tour of the 

exhibitions on own, lunch (featuring salad, soup, bread & spread as well as coffee/tea 

and pastry), transfer by private car/coach to/from Santa Claus Village, free time for 

shopping & meeting Santa in his workshop. 

*CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING IN WOODS, 4HRS 

Inclusions: transfer by private car/coach to/from Ounasvaara Hill, skiing equipments 

(skiis, poles and shoes), skiing trip ca 3-6 km depending on the skills of the participants, 

English-speaking skiing instructor, refreshments around campfire and 2-course lunch. 

*SNOWSHOE WALKING, 4HRS 

Inclusions: transfer by private car/coach to/from Ounasvaara Hill, snowshoes & 

poles, English-speaking guide, refreshments around campfire and 2-course lunch. 

 

GOOD TO NOTE! 

All programs are with weather permittance. All the items are subject to availability at the 
time you request the space. We reserve the right to change the rates in the event of 
increase of taxes, fuel costs or similar beyond our control. 
 
INCURANCE 
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All the snowmobiles, cars and forest scooters are insured as required by the Finnish 

Traffic Insurance Act. This insurance covers medical care for injuries to the driver and 

the passenger arising from accidents. Personal injuries and damages to other parties while 

driving a  snowmobile, car or forest scooter are fully covered according to the Finnish 

Traffic Insurance Act. Lapland Safaris is not liable in general for personal injuries or 

material damage arising from accidents during other games and activities such as husky 

sleigh safaris, reindeer safaris or other excursions in which snowmobiles or quad bikes 

are not involved. Personal travel insurance is therefore highly recommended. 

SELF LIABILITY 

Safari participants are held liable for damages caused to snowmobiles, forest scooters or 

cars. Each vehicle driver must put down a damage deposit on the spot upon their arrival, 

by cash or credit card, if other arrangements have not been made in advance. The 

amount of the deposit is EUR 505,- for snowmobiles and forest scooters and EUR 1 

830,- for cars. The customer must notify Lapland Safaris in advance about who (each 

participant individually or the orderer or company) is going to be held responsible for 

self liability. The self liability is mentioned during the driving lesson before safari / car 

driving activity begins. 

DRIVING TERMS 

The driver of a snowmobile must be 18 years old with a valid driving licence, forest 

scooter driver has to be at least 18 years old with a valid driving license. Children under 2 

years old are free of charge and children under 15 years old get a discount and they are 

then allowed to sit on a sledge pulled by a snowmobile. Children under 15 years old are 

seated in a sledge pulled by snowmobile and are given helmets.  

Driving a snowmobile or forest scooter under the influence of alcohol or any narcotic 

products is prohibited by Finnish law. As the responsible safari organizers, we reserve the 

right to change the routing and duration of the excursions if necessary, according to the 

prevailing weather and snow conditions, or if deemed advisable for the sake of safety and 

the comfort of the participants. We also reserve the right to discontinue the safari if a 

participant is seen as a potential danger to him/herself or to others, or is in poor health. 

 

 

Terms & Conditions for confirmation, cancellation 

and payment are attached. 


